
 

 

 
REACH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

RESIDENTS’ SURVEY 
 

The Reach Neighbourhood Plan Project Group 
will be posting surveys to all addresses in Reach 
from 24 January 2020.  This note gives the back-
ground and explains why it is important for every 
resident to complete and return the survey. 
 
Why do we need a survey?   
 
An approved Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is a legally binding 
document that gives a village such as Reach the greatest 
possible say in how it will evolve over the next couple of 
decades.  An NP gives a community more protection from 
unwanted development than the Local Plan alone.  This is 
especially important in East Cambridgeshire where our Lo-
cal Plan is vulnerable. 
 
An NP can only succeed if those developing it seek out and 
take full account of the views of the community.   The Reach 
NP Project Group has been working on an NP for the village 
since January 2019.  In that time we have been gathering 
ideas and views from villagers, including at the two launch 



 

 

events in June 2019.  We are very pleased with contribu-
tions received so far and the level of enthusiasm for an NP 
for Reach.   Contributors have been pretty consistent about 
the issues that mattered to them and this has helped us 
shape our emerging Plan.  However a large number of vil-
lagers have yet to have their say and, to develop the plan 
properly, we need more detailed, structured and consistent 
commentary from everybody in Reach - hence the survey 
 
The survey also gives you an opportunity to comment on 
community issues which, whilst not strictly within the remit of 
a Neighbourhood Plan, can be incorporated in the narrative 
of the Plan as being important to us as a village.  This will 
be helpful to the Parish, District and County Councils, could 
help with fundraising and might generate and support other 
projects such as cycle path development or tree planting. 
 
Residents’ Survey.  Our approach 
 
We hope everyone over 16 living in Reach will complete the 
survey.  We will also hold a forum in the spring to gather the 
views of residents under 16. Together, and with other evi-
dence, the returns will inform the policy recommendations of 
the NP.   
 
For a range of reasons relating to the resources available to 
our Group and our desire to ensure that we get no more 
than one return from each resident and from Reach villagers 
only, the survey will only be conducted on paper. 
 
We will return to collect completed surveys a fortnight or so 
after delivery but returns can be made to addresses listed 
on the survey.  
 



 

 

At first sight the survey may look a little long but, having 
tested it on residents to the village, we believe it will take no 
more than 20 minutes to complete.  The questions we ask 
really do matter to the development of the Plan and the fu-
ture of the village.  We need both detailed evidence to con-
struct water-tight policy and to confirm that our current direc-
tion of travel reflects what the village as whole wants.  Over-
all the higher the survey return rate, the more robust our 
Plan will be.  Please, therefore, find the time over the next 
couple of weeks to complete it. 
 
We hope that the survey is self explanatory but if you do 
have any questions about how to fill it in, don’t hesitate to 
call or email me.   We believe we have got our numbers 
right but let me know if you haven’t received enough survey 
forms for everyone over 16 in your home. 
 
 

Nick Acklam 
Chair, Reach Neighbourhood Plan Project Group 
acklam@reach-village.co.uk  
743749 
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